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Menands School PTA General Membership Meeting
November 17, 2020

Attendees:  Madalyn Royal, Lindsey Lipari, Tammy McNamara, Jennifer Cannavo, Susan Root
Clemente, Bill Nevins, Kelley Lemyre, Lizzy Decker, Dr. Long, Vanessa Lee Mercado, Andi DeLancy,
Courtney Jaskula, Dara Blanchette, Jeff Masline, Heather Aragona, Stacy C.

Motion to begin the meeting made by Tammy McNamara, Second Motion by Courtney Jaskula

Review of minutes from 9/23/2020.

PTA is 96 members strong

Review of Budget/Treasurer Report.

Pumpkin Run - The special ribbons were a hit.  Thank you to Coach Ahl and Coach Bettinger. 79
students participated.  Shirts were given out for most steps taken and  best costumes.  Bill stated
he will forward to the PTA the names of the winners.

Reminder that Apparel Sale closes Monday 11/23/2020 at midnight.

Collections for the Ronald McDonald House Read-A-Thon close 12/4/2020.

Catalog sale will be postponed until Spring.

Potential events for Spring

Virtual events, painting or crafts.

Login information for a movie such as Trolls

Virtual Talent Show

Multicultural event  - Mrs. Cannavo to be PTA point of contact.  Vanessa indicated that she could
put together an event, but would need lead time.

Food Trucks - Discussion about where to have an event for Spring - look into renting out the
pavilion at the public park.  PTA members expressed that the playground and swings might be a
tempting area for younger kids to not maintain social distancing.  Kelley Lemyre indicated she will be
able to assist the PTA Board with this event.



Dr. Long stated that the Menands Farmers Market might provide more space for the event. In the
past a school event was held at this location.  She indicated that she would be able to look into
getting permission to use this space.

Parent Survey: possibly Ms. Sposito could provide different resources.
What topics of workshops would parents like to have?

Dara Blanchette mentioned a gym workshop that had been done in South Colonie with either Zach
or Rachel - Dara and Tammy McNamara to work on.

Lindsey said that there are four teachers' choice awards left.

Next meeting:  Thursday, February 4, 2020.

Comments:  A member commented that it feels like their child never finished 2nd grade, but is now
in third grade, doing 3rd grade work.

Mrs. Cannavo remarked that school delayed doing some assessments until the last couple of weeks
in October. In general, teachers were pleased with where students’ skill levels were when they came
back to school this year.  In general, before introducing a topic, teachers have done the preteaching
that goes with the skills that are being introduced. Also a new text book series in math was adopted
by the school for this year.

Remote learners do have small group instruction.

Dr. Long expressed that if a parent/guardian is having problems with how their students are doing,
please reach out to classroom teachers.  Assessments are used to pinpoint the needs which children
or groups of children are having.

Changes to the instruction model (in-person or remote) were due on Sunday, 11/15/2020, for
students in grades K-5.  Staff are working to reach out to all families.

The current trimester ends December 9.  Transition to begin December 14.

Mrs. Aragona said that there is 100% school staff participation in PTA membership!!

Dara suggested Virtual Jeopardy or game show night. Menands school trivia.  Perhaps about
teachers and staff members.

Andi Delancy asked when will school pictures come back. Mrs. Cannavo said they will be delivered
to the school soon. There will be a make-up picture day in December and the school is working with
Lifetouch to set up hours after school for remote students to get their yearly school photos taken.

Dr. Long gave an update about after school clubs. Currently the only after school clubs that are
being offered are for Middle School students:  Yearbook Club and Trivia Club.  In the past the
Trivia club had gone on to academic challenge.  This is led by Mrs. Ball and Ms. Ervin. Presently,
they are working on internal remote competitions.

Money saved through being unable to run after school sports have been allocated to lowering
basketball hoops for younger students to be able to participate in basketball in the future.



Money saved by not being able to have Drama Club will be allocated to improvements in the
sound system.

Mrs. Hayes has been able to resume both in person and remote instrument instructions.

Susan Root Clemente asked what to do if your student fails the morning attestation.  Dr.  Long
responded that that attestation should be accurately reported to the school, then parents
should call the school nurse, and call their child’s doctor.

At the beginning of the school year turnaround time for testing had been two days, now it is
four days.  Work with your child’s teacher in K-5 for work that the student may be missing while
they are out awaiting test results.

Dr. Long gave a shout out to the cleaning staff for keeping the school clean and safe.

Vanessa Mercado gave a shout out to Susan Clemente for taking on posting information to the
PTA Facebook page.

Motion to Adjourn meeting made by Dara Blanchette, Second Motion by Tammy McNamara


